UCKED SNUGLY INTO BRITISH COLUMBIA'S SOUTH-CENTRAL INTERIOR IS A REGION PROFUSE
with rugged natural beauty. It whispers to the adventurous, the thrill-seeking and

fun-loving: “Come, play.” * This is B.C. Ski Countiy, a compendium of four

award-winning ski resorts in the Thompson-Okanagan, a region wedged between

the Coastal Mountains to the west and the Selkirk and Monashee Mountain Ranges to

the east. It comprises striking plateaus, highlands, mountains, rivers and lakes.

The close geographical proximity of the
four resorts — Apex, Big White, Silver Star
and Sun Peaks - creates a unique winter
touring opportunity. They’re wetl within
easy driving distance of one another, and
approximately a half day’s drive from Van-
couver and Seattle. Regional air service and
international flights via Kelowna and Kam-
loops bring visitors from all corners.

Those yearning for exceptional condi-
tions amidst a winter wonderland find it in
B.C. Ski Country. The area’s dry mild climate
produces fluffy powder for nearly half the
year, from late November to mid-April.

All four resorts are world-class, with pris-
tine glades and glens to quicken the pulse,
picturesque villages that are fairy-tale-perfect
and the ultimate in convenience and access

www.bcskicountry.com

— with ski-in/ski-out accommodations.

Truly a winter playground, B.C. Ski
Country caters to all ages and interests. From
dawn till aprés ski and beyond, the thrills,
chitls and spills are endless. Groomed runs,
tubing, tobogganing, sied rides and snow-
mobiling give families unlimited choice,
while heli-skiing, gulleys and serious pipe
action give fearless skiers and boarders the
rides of their lives.

Besides fully serviced mountainside villages,
all four resorts neighbour major towrs, offering
visitors a multitude of diversions. Recreational
opportunities abound, as do arts and culture,
Culinary offerings, boutique shopping and
nightlife are abundant, while accommoda-
tions are plentiful, suiting ali budgets.

Come, play. B.C. Ski Country awaits.

BriTisk COLUMBIA’S FOUR MAJOR HIGHWAYS
and two of its rivers converge at the hub of
B.C.’s Adventure Destination - Kamioops.
This lively city is home to 82,000 residents
and attracts visitors from every comer of the
globe. A mere 53 kilometres from the city cen-
tre, Sun Peaks Resort soars nearty 3,000 verti-
cal feet from the ski-in/ski-out village. The
award-winning resort has the second largest
skiable area in B.C. and is rated as one of
Canada’s finest, boasting award-winning trail
and village design, abundant sunshine and
lots of the dry fuffy white stuff.

The mountain’s terrain is enviable, with
three distinct mountain faces to conquer.
The newest addition, Morrisey Mountain,
offers mostly intermediate runs while Tod
Mountain’s open bowls are close to heaven,
groomed cruising runs appease novices and
intermediates on Sundance Mountain. Visi-
fors can even try to keep pace with Canada’s

Photographs: {cover, above and oppasite) Sun Peaks Resort

past Olympic gold medallist Nancy Greene
Raine (Sun Peak’s ski director).

And Sun Peaks is crazy for kids. For
starters, they ski free if they re five or younger.
Tots and teens alike will enjoy the Kids
Adventure Park, featuring kid-sized snowmo-
hiles, a toboggan course and tube hill.

Adults and families can have non-stop
fun, too. Mush your own team of huskies on
a dogsled expedition, tour the backcountry
by snowcat, snowshoes or snowmobile. Slide
along 40 km of groomed cross-country ski
tracks. Ice skate on a full-sized arena; swim,
soak or exercise at the Spotts Centre. And if
you're feeling a bit rusty on the slopes, brush

up on boarding, telemarking or skiing tech-

niques at the Snow Sport School.
Apres ski, the adven-
tures continue. Tuck into
international cuisine at
any one of the 18 restau-
rants, pubs and cafés, fol-
lowed by a leisurely stroll
through the intimate slope-
stde village in search of
souvenirs, clothing, gear
upgrades or the basics like
groceries and spirits.

Ski-in/ski-out accommodations in the
village are palatable for all budgets. Choose
from hotels, condos, chalets, B&Bs and RV
facilities.

Craving an urban experience? Head back
into Kamloops, a first-class city with plenti-
ful ofterings. Here, the arts scene is thriving:
The culturally inclined can take in stage per-
formances, orchestral evenings, dinner-
theatre revues, galleries and museums.
Or check out “Wildlights” - the largest
winter light display in B.C.'s interior at the
Kamloops Wildlife Park December § to
January 4 {(except Christmas Day).

Recognized as the Tournament Capital of
Canada, Kamloops hosts sporting events
every weekend, from hockey games to swim

Sunmn Peaks Fast I"—'acts
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Visit us — s TIME

Unparalleled wilderness wonders

Endless kilometers of uncrowded trails
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Mbguls, powder and long days of sunshine

Call us — we'll help you plan your Winter Getaway |-800-662-1994 or visit www.adventurekowaloops.com

www.bcskicountry.com
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meets, January 6 through 11, 2004, will see
the Canada Cup of Curling in Kamloops.
The hills around Kamloops are ideal for
wintertime pursuits. Snowmobiling, cross-
country and backcountry skiing, and so
much more - your adventure is as close as
the nearest snowflake.

A MERE 110 XM SOUTH OF KAMLOGPS, AND

sitting halfway between Calgary and;

activities galore. Lovely parks, well
maintained trails and beaches appeal -

out some of the country’s deepest powder
Skiers can explore well-groomed terrain over
two faces. Vance Creek: friendly and fun for
families and novices. And Putnam Creek
bowl: fast and formidable, Approximately
half the resort’s runs are intermediate, and
riders can hit the half pipe and terrain park
for some serious air. Whether expert or
beginne, the professionally guided Ski and
Snowboard School provides classes and
programs forall levels and ages. Nordic

ety have world-class tracks

d

trail systems meander 55 ki through thick
forest - often a training site for Olympic
teams - and have trackside day lodges and
warming huts,

Besides skiing and boarding, Silver Star
offers a multitude of wintertime fun. Take
a professionally guided snowmobile tour,
o hit maximum vejocity at Tube Town,
Western Canada’s steepest tube park. Join an
impromptu hockey game or practice figure
eights on the skating pond. Strap on snow-
shoes in search of ani

-
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[ndoors, pamper body and soul at the Day

Spa, get a grip at the indoor rock-climbing

facility or hit the gym,

The Victorian-inspired village charms
visitors with its ornate architecture,
vibrantly painted houses and warm atmos-
phere. By night, it's a twinkling wintry won-

r

Fast Fact
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FrROM VERNON, TRAVEL 46 KM SC;UTH ON
Highway 97, following the 132-km-long
stretch of sparkling Lake Okanagan to

for year-round adventure is resplendent with
pristine lakes, mountain scenery and endless
family attractions. Lush orchards and vine-
yards bask in tropical-like temperatures in
summer, while winter produces a healthy
supply of champagne powder snow. The
conditions and setting inspired the develop-
ment of British Columbia’s second-largest ski
resort: Big White, Set amidst the spectacular
Monashee Mountains, and a 45-minute
drive from Kelowna, Big White recently
recetved the distinction of Best Family Resort
in North America, as rated in the Good Ski
Guide. The resort encompasses 2,800
hectares and receives a generous 7.2 metres
of snow annually. Numerous powder bowls
and treed glades keep the adrenalin going
for weeks. At the base of the resort’s gondola,

the Happy Valley Adventure Centre is
the catch-all for tube-ride action, world-
renowned snowmobiling, ice skating,

haltway down her eastern shores. Here, she
laps against the booming metropolis of
Kelowna, population 100,000. This haven

derland. Bundie up aboard a horse-drawn
sieigh tour for a jingle round town. Then
hunker down with some great grub and
brewskies at anty number of establishments.

to nature lovers year-round, while
ont the outskirts of Vernon,
Silver Star Mountain Resort is
the city’s pinnacle attraction

Rk L

e

{1

|: = IE'CE'”.HY named BES‘E Small Visitors can choose from over 3,200 beds
3 Resort in North America (UK's on-mountain, at eight hotels and more
I8 2003 Golden Awards). :
i than 100 vacation homes.

Basking within a microcli- -
mate of abundant sunshine, this
world-class ski mountain churns

et The City of Vernon also embraces the

...... R frosty season with an annual Light Up festival
L in Novemtber. The entire downtown is trans-
: formed into a wintry fairy tate, complete with
i hot goodies, horse-drawn carriage rides, chil-
dren’s carouse] and more holiday fun. And the
highlight of seasonal celebrations is Vernon’s
annual Winter Carnival. This 10-day extrava-
ganza hosts events like the 48-hour B.C. Snow o .
Sculpture Competition (hosted at Silver Star . . "o
Resort), Hot Air Balloon Fiesta, parade, musi- Sre", ™ e
cal attractions, sporting events and more. This
carnival is the largest of its kind in Western
Canada (February 6-15, 2004).

Vernon prides itself on artistic and cul-
tural endeavours. Larger-than-life historic
murals around town add colour, and chron-
icle Yernon's past. Theatres, arts centre and
a multiplex host first-rate concerts and
hockey tournaments. Other indoor venues
keep kids and families hopping. Hit the
Science Centre, Nature Centre or recreation
| complex. The historic O’Keefe Ranch hosts
a very special Victorian Christmas, And
; what of golf? With Vernon'’s mild climate,
you can ski by morning, and be on the
greens mid-afternoon. And what greens . ..
Predator Ridge has been ranked in the top
three golf resorts in the country.

Accommodations in town range from
cozy B&Bs to chalets, hotels and lodges. Shop-
ping opportunities cater to all tastes and ~ * -7 S
needs - from eclectic to urban and outdoors. <& i
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Escape to Greater Verno; &
the North Okanagan

Where there are limitless opportunities. ..

First you come for the vacation and then you stay
for the lifestyle.

Greater Vernon offers adventure for every season. Whether
you would like a peaceful escape or wild thrill, for business
investment or a memorable vacation, we detinitely have
what you're looking for.

Set in the sunny Okanagan Velley, whatever , i
the season, whatever your pleasure, * Sl e e tialna e .

Greater Vernon is THE PLACE.

www._ hcskicountry.com

Photagraphs: {both pages) Don Waix!/Silver Star
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